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iodide of potassium, and the results of treatment, even
with these, are far from encouraging. In the second
chapter the writer speaks of the various operative
measures to procure coagulation in the sac, such as

acupuncture, and the insertion of wire or horse-hair,
and then comes to the chief method of treatment, to
which the rest of the work is devoted, the production
of coagula in the sac by electrolysis. It is too early to
decide whether aneurism of the aorta can be cured by
electrolysis, no case has yet been reported, but this
treatment is certainly the most promising. Other
forms of treatment have thus far proved of little avail ;
electrolysis has been shown to produce coagula in the
sac, in certain cases it has succeeded in relieving for
a time the distressing and urgent symptoms, and prob-
ably in prolonging life. More is to be hoped from
it than from any other form of treatment now in vogue,
and this little volume will be of service in widening our

knowledge as to its use. It is needless to say that the
translation is well done, and Dr. Hurd has also done
the profession a service in adding a number of valu-
able notes.

The Principles of Antiseptic Methods Applied to Ob-
stetric Practice. By Dr. Paul Bar. Translated
by Henry D. Fry, M.D. 8vo. pp. 175. Philadel-
phia : P. Blakiston, Son & Co. 1887.
This book deserves to be read by all who practice

obstetrics, especially by those ultra-conservatives who
meet every advocate of antisepticism with the query,
"What use have we for your antiseptic methods ? We
do not meet with puerperal fever ; our patients al-
ways recover."
The author, has traversed the subject very fully ;

and the translator, by occasional notes, has made
some valuable additions from American authorities.
The relation of the germ theory to the puerperium is
carefully considered, the relative value of the various
antiseptic agents is discussed in detail, and there is a

convincing chapter on the influence of antiseptics on

puerperal epidemics in European hospitals. After
the chapters on hygiene of the puerperium and the
application of antisepsis during labor and the lying-in
period, there follow chapters on antisepsis in cathe-
terization, rupture of the uterus, and in the Caesarean
operation. In an appendix the treatment of the fœtal
umbilicus and the prophylaxis of ophthalmia neona-
torum receive satisfactory consideration. Throughout
the book there are profuse references to authorities,
yet the reader is never left in doubt as to the opinions
of the author. Without prejudice, and without indif-
ference to the labors of others, one may justly say
that this work adds still another stone to the monu-
ment of Semmelweiss.

—Dr. Blanc has, according to the London Medical
Record, carried out a hundred observations on the in-
fluence of ergotine on involution of the uterus. The
preparation employed was the Yvon solution of ergo-
tine injected hypodermically, and the results were
controlled by both external and internal measure-

ments. During the ten days followiug delivery in
healthy women after normal labor, he found that the
process of involution did not take place more rapidly
in the women to whom ergotine was administered
than in those left to nature, and concludes that ergo-
tine is without effect on uterine involution.

ANNUS MEDICUS, MDCCCLXXXVII.
epidemiology.

At the beginning of the year cholera existed in
South America, having been brought by ship from
Italy. The disease was most prevalent at Rosario, a
sea-port some two hundred miles from Buenos Ayres.
It also was present in various parts of Austria-
Hungary, in the earlier months of the year, but re-

mained quiescent until the last of March, when it
made its reappearance to a moderate degree at Buda-
Pesth.
An outbreak of cholera appeared in the spring at

Tonquin, which was promptly met by the French san-

itary authorities, and which did not affect any but
the native population, and these not to an alarming
extent after the first. At Peshawur, in India, there
were three hundred deaths from cholera in July. In
northern India the disease raged extensively, there
being seventy thousand deaths (one per cent, of the
population), in the north-western provinces in June
and July.
It is, however, in Southern Europe that its prog-

ress and history have, during the year, chiefly at-
tracted the attention of American physicians. Here
cholera became epidemic to a mild degree in March,
the centre of the disease being for three months or

more the eastern coast of Sicily. The town of Cata-
nia had up to July Ist, about two hundred cases with
one hundred and forty deaths. Some cases also oc-

curred in Messina and other towns, and also in the
island of Sardinia. Early in July it broke out at
Rocella, in Calabria, having, probably, been conveyed
thither from Messina, or possibly Sardinia.
After the first of July the disease increased in fre-

quency in the Sicilian towns, still having its maximum
of violence at Catania. Early in August, it appeared
at Malta and at Resina, in the Bay of Naples, also
gradually increasing in a number of towns on the
Calabrian coast. Numerous cases appeared at Naples,
and in the province of Capua. September 4th, two
cases were reported at Rome.
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During September, the disease increased in southern
Italy and Sicily, not only in the towns previously
affected, but sporadically, here and there, including
Rome. At Naples, the deaths in the middle of Sep-
tember, averaged five or six a day. In Sicily the in-
crease was greater ; at Messina the deaths averaged
fifty-five a day. The type of the disease at Messina
was fulminant, death sometimes occurring within an
hour of the attack. From about the middle of Octo-
ber the disease rapidly declined.

September 23d, the Steamship Alesia of the Fabian
line, from Marseilles, arrived at New York with eight
cases of cholera aboard. These were doubtless taken
on at Naples, among three hundred passengers who
embarked there, and two of whom were sick at the
time of embarking. A third case developed Septem-
ber 13th, four died on the voyage. The passengers
and crew were quarantined at Hoffmann's Island, and
though fifteen or more patients died there, the
disease did not obtain any foothold. Soon after the
Alesia, the Britannia and the Independente, arrived,
the former bringing actual, and the latter suspicious
cases, but the passengers of the latter were but briefly
detained and those of the Britannia were allowed to
come up to the upper quarantine; yet, despite these
facts, and the unprepared state in which the quaran-
tine station was found by the emergency of the Alesia,
the disease was stopped on the threshold, and our

greatest danger during the year from Asiatic cholera
passed over, leaving us unscathed.

Yellow fever appeared at Key West, Florida, in
June, there being thirty-one cases with eleven deaths
in the first eighteen days of that month. On the 15th
of July one case occurred at Egmont Key, Florida, a

refuge station, In August and September, the focus
of the disease shifted to Tampa, where in the ten
days, October 14th to October 24th, one hundred new

cases developed with fifteen deaths. The United
States Revenue Hospital Bureau established at Tampa
a hospital and brought thither a number of acclimated
nurses from Savannah. During the last weeks the
disease has practically died out.

Scarlet fever has been specially prevalent in Boston
and vicinity during the last two or three months of
the year, the number of deaths from this cause in
Boston, rising some weeks to seventeen or more, out
of totals of reported cases amounting to seventy and
over. The Boston Board of Health has on this ac-

count adopted the rule of fixing a red card of warning
to all houses in which cases of the disease exist.

The College of Physicians of Philadelphia cele-
brated January 2d, the centennial anniversary of its
oganization, with addresses by Dr. S. Weir Mitchell,
President of the College and Dr. DaCosta, a banquet,
and the bestowal of honorary membership on some of
the numerous guests who were present from other
cities.

Among the cases appealing to the hearts of physi-
cians as well as to their professional interest, has been
that of the Crown Prince, Frederick William, of Ger-

many. About a year ago the Prince began to suffer
from hoarseness, and in March his physician discov-
ered on the left vocal cord a sessile warty growth
which was touched with the electro-cautery and reduced
in size. It recurred, and May 21st, Dr. Morell Mac-
kenzie, of London, excised a portion of'it, which was
examined by Virchow and pronounced a pachydermia
verrucosa and not of cancerous nature. Further por-
tions of the growth were removed by Dr. Mackenzie
at subsequent times, and the prognosis given was good,
the condition of the patient improving as the pieces
of the growth were removed, and the galvano-cautery
was subsequently applied. During the summer the
patient visited England, and in the Scottish Highlands,
after the subsidence of the congestion left after the
operation, regained voice and spirits, though there re-

mained a tendency to catarrhal congestion and relax-
ation. There was slight but fugitive thickening of
the posterior end of the left vocal cord once or twice.
September 14th a thickening three by five millimetres
in dimension was seen, one-half inch below the centre
of the left vocal cord, and notas will be noted, at the
site of the original tumor. This ominous growth has
continued, on the whole, to increase, and November
3d, it was a centimeter in diameter and had ulcerated.
The unfavorable result of the clinical history, of
course outweighs the verdict of the earlier pathologi-
cal examination, (which, it should be said, was made
upon a very small bit of tissue), and the 'doom of the
patient seems to be sealed.

The Hydrophobia Commission appointed by the
British Government to investigate the work and
claims of Pasteur rendered their report early in the
summer, after a delay commensurate with the magni-
tude of their labors. Three of the members, Sir
Henry Roscoe, Dr. Burdon Sanderson, and Dr.
Lauder Brunton, visited Paris, and a fourth, Mr.
Victor Horseley, conducted experiments with virus
brought back by these three, while the remaining four
Sirs James Paget, Joseph Lister, and Drs. Quain and
Fleming, made up their opinion on the evidence collected
and presented by the rest. The report rendered was

favorable to the claims of Pasteur, and was to the
effect that inoculation with the attenuated virus of
rabies confers an immunity from the disease ; it
further denies that Pasteur's inoculations have been
the cause of death in those cases where there has been
an unfavorable result. Meantime, there has been in
the aggregate a considerable number of deaths after
Pasteur's inoculations, though that proportion is
small, provided all the persons inoculated would
otherwise have had rabies. On that proviso hangs,
as before, the whole question.

First in point of time and of interest, if not of
value, among the therapeutic innovations of the
year, came the Bergeon treatment of chronic lung dis-
eases by the rectal injection of gases, notably sulphur-
etted hydrogen. Announced by its discoverer at the
close of 1886, its trial in this country began with the
new year. Welcomed, as is everything that gives
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any promise of immunity from so grave a disease as

phthisis, it was tried pretty generally, only to disap-
point. Some trifling amelioration of symptoms, such
as excessive expectoration, harassing cough, and oc-

'casionally a slight gain in flesh, were observed in a few
cases, but the bacilli neither disappeared nor dimin-
ished sensibly in numbers, and the fatal march of the
disease remained in general unchecked.

Pneumatic differentiation by the aid of the cabinet,
while less heard of during the year than the Bergeon
treatment, has survived the downfall of the latter
treatment, and seems to have held its own as, at
times, a valuable aid in treating early cases of phthisis
when change of climate is unavailable.

Our French brethren have been playing with hyp-
notism to a very considerable degree. It is an edged
tool which in non-medical hands and possibly even
when controlled by professional men, is capable of
doing mischief. The performances with hysteric wo-
men at the Salpêtrière are not calculated to inspire
the therapeutist with hope, though it is claimed that
attacks of hysteria have been by this agency post-
poned for months. Whether the remedy is better than
the disease, is not quite clear. Just at present the
craze is taking the form of "suggestion" of therapeu-
tic aid to hypnotized patients, though the application
to the body of corked bottles containing various
drugs, or no drugs at all. The government has very
properly restricted the position of hypnotism outside
of the medical profession, and there may be those
who think it would not have been amiss to extend the
restriction a little further.

One positive therapeutic gain of the year is the dis-
covery of the analgesic effects of the antithermics,
antipyrine and antifebrin, in neuralgic and otherpains,
where they are often found to replace morphia, with-
out the unpleasant effects of that drug.

Of other pharmaceutical novelties of the year we

may refer to saccharine, a compound of certainly great
sweetening power, whose chemical name is equally
strong, namely, anhydroörthosulphamidobenzoic acid.
Gleditschine, or stenocarpine, heralded as of powers
superior to cocaine, obtained considerable attention
at its first presentation to the profession, but was very
soon discovered to be an arrant fraud, being itself
nothing more nor less than a solution with an appro-
priate preservative of cocaine hydrochloride.

The Medical Congress, begotten of the American
Medical profession, but " fathered" by the American
Medical Association, after a stormy gestation of three
years, threatened often with abortion, came to the
birth last September. The 2,700 enrolled visitors, ex

facto and ex scripto ; the 150 visitors brought over the
sea ; the long lists of vice-presidents and the vacant
chairs reserved for them ; the papers, good and bad ;
the scant social cheer of a capital out of season ; and
lastly the flow of champagne, certified on oath to have
been Mumm's own, and to have been bought with a

price
—

are they not all written in the pages of the
remittent daily Medical Journal ?

It was a large meeting ; and if hardly an " inter-
national episode," it yet reflects credit on the perse-
verance of the gentlemen of the South and West who
organized and chiefiy attended it.

Of the stated established lectures on medical sub-
jects to which readers turn for the latest and soundest
expression of medical science on the topics of which
they treat, may be mentioned the following :

The Harveian Lectures on " Cancer of the Uterus,"
by J. Williams, M.D., London, F.R.C.P. ; the Lett-
sonian Lectures on " Some of the Mental Affections
of Childhood and Youth," by J. Langdon Down, M.
D., London, F.R.C.S. ; the Erasmus Wilson Lectures
on " Evolution in Pathology," by J. Bland Sutton,
F.R.C.S. ; the Hunterian Oration, delivered be-
fore the Royal College of Surgeons of England, Feb-
ruary 14th, by William S. Savory, F.R.S. ; the Gul-
stonian Lectures on " The Nature of Fever," de-
livered at the Royal College of Physicians by D.
Macalister, M.A., M.D., F.R.C.P. ; the Croonian
Lectures on " The Pulse," delivered at the Royal
College of Physicians by W. H. Broadbent, M.D.
F.R.C.P. ; the Lumleian Lectures on " The Path-
ology of Intra-uterine Death, " delivered at the
Royal College of Physicians by W. O. Priestly
M.D., F.R.C.P., LL.D. ; the Cavendish Lecture on

"A Speedy and sometimes Successful Method of
Treating Hay Fever, " delivered by Sir Andrew
Clark, M.D., F.R.S. ; the Bradshawe Lecture on

"Pneumothorax," delivered at the Royal College
of Physicians by Samuel West, M.D., F.R.C.P. ; the
Bowman Lecture on " The Relation of Ophthalmic
Disease to Certain Normal and Pathological Condi-
tions of the Sexual Organs," delivered before the
British Ophthalmological Society by Henry Power, M.
D., London, F.R.C.S. ; the Morton Lecture on " Can-
cer and Cancerous Diseases," given at the Royal
College of Surgeons of England by Sir James Paget,
F.R.C.S. The first course of the Middleton-Goldsmith
Lectures under the auspices of the New York Patho-
logical Society was given by Dr. M. Allen Starr,
" On Multiple Neuritis and its Relations to Peripheral
Neuroses." [These lectures were published in the
Journal].

Among the national medical gatherings of impor-
tance during the year, we note the following :

The Medical Society of the State of New York
held its eighty-first annual meeting at Albany, Feb-
ruary 1st to 3d; the Sixth Annual German Medical
Congress was held at Wiesbaden, April 13th to
16th, under the presidency of Professor Leyden, of
Berlin ; the Sixteenth Congress of German Surgeons
met at Berlin, April 13th to 16th, Prof. von Volk-
mann presiding ; the American Surgical Association
held its annual meeting at Washington, May 11th to
14th; the American Association of Genito-Urinary
Surgeons met for the first time at Lakewood, N. J.,
May 17th and 18th; the American Laryngological So-
ciety held its ninth annual meeting at New York, May
26th to 28th; the American Climatological Society
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had its fourth annual meeting at Baltimore, May 31st
and June 1st; the American Medical Association held
its thirty-eighth annual session at Chicago, June 7th
to 10th; the second annual meeting of the Associa-
tion of American Physicians was held at Washington,
June 2d and 3d ; the thirty-sixth annual meeting of
the American Association for the Advancement of
Science was held at New York, August 10th to
16th ; the National Orthopaedic Association met for
the first time in New York, early in July ; the Ameri-
can Otological Society held its twentieth annual meet-

ing at New London, Conn., July 9th ; the American
Ophthalmological Society held its twenty-third annual
meeting at New London, July 20th and 21st; the
American Neurological Association held its thirteenth
annual meeting at Long Branch, July 20th and 21st;
the fifty-fifth annual meeting of the British Medical
Association was held at Dublin, August 2d to 5th,
Dr. Withers Moore presiding ; the eleventh annual
meeting of the American Dermatological Society
occurred at Baltimore, August 31st to September
2d ; the Ninth International Medical Congress met at
Washington, September 5th to 10th; the American
Gynaecological Society held its twelfth annual meeting
in New York, September 13th to 15th; the German
Congress of Physicians and Surgeons met Septem-
ber 20th to 22d : one of its most important features was
the address byVirchow on "Transformismus"; the Sixth
International Congress of Hygiene and Dermography
met at Vienna in the latter part of September. The
importance of this meeting demands for it a word of
further mention. The attendance was about 2,400,
and the meeting was presided over by the Crown
Prince Rudolph, of Austria. Professor Brouardel
read a paper on " The Propagation of Typhoid
Fever "

; Professor Pettenkofer on " The Teaching
of Hygiene in the Public Schools and Universities."
In a notable discussion on " Cholera and Quarantine,"
the English delegates, with Pettenkofer, and notably an

Italian, Dr. Mosso, of Turin, maintained strongly the
uselessness of quarantine, and the importance of put-
ting sole trust in sanitary reform. The seventh
meeting of the Congress occurs in London in 1891.

GENERAL NECROLOGY.
While death has been as busy as ever during the

year, it is somewhat remarkable that his hand has
fallen with special force upon the medical profession
in Italy. No other country has suffered so heavy a

loss, proportionally to its size, of men of brilliant
achievement in this branch of science.

We present briefly a list of the most prominent
medical men who have died during the year.

William Perry, M.D., the oldest living graduate of
Harvard College, a member of the class of 1811, long
a successful practitioner in Exeter, N. H., died Janu-
ary 11, aged ninety-eight years and twenty-one days.

Nicola Gasparri, aged thirty-three, a medical officer
of prominence in the Italian army, was killed Janu-
ary 26, while fighting in the ranks in a most desperate
encounter at Dogali, between five hundred Italian

troops and many thousand Abyssinians. The fight
was continued till of the five hundred Italians only
eleven remained unwounded.

Francesco Magni, probably the leading ophthal-
mologist of Italy, died at San Remo, February 2, at
the age of fifty-nine. He was made director of the
anatomical school at Florence in 1859, and a year
later was called to the chair of ophthalmic surgery at

Bologne. He subsequently visited the United States,
and made a brilliant reputation in many of the north-
ern cities for his diagnostic and operative skill. He
was Senator of the Kingdom of Italy 1876, and
politically was a Liberal.

Prof. Carl Schroeder, of Berlin, died February 7, at
at the age of forty-nine, after a two weeks' illness,
from brain fever. He was one of the leading gynae-
cologists of Europe, and his hospital for women at
Berlin attracted crowds of students and patients from
all parts of the world. He had written numerous

works on this subject, among them his Manual of
" Midwifery, including the Pathology of Pregnancy
and the Puerperal State," which has been translated
into English and widely read. His early death was

attributed to overwork.
Jules Béclard, dean of the Faculty of Medicine of

Paris, in which he succeeded Professor Vulpian in
1881, died February 16, at the age of sixty-nine. He
was author of the ' Traité de Physiologie Humaine,"
which was for thirty years the standard work on that
subject in France, and which reached seven editions.
In 1844 he defeated Claude Bernard in the competi-
tion for the assistant professorship of anatomy and
physiology, and in 1871, on the death of Longet, be-
came professor of physiology.

Dr. W. S. Little, an eminent Philadelphia oculist,
died February 18.

Prof. T. Gaillard, of Paris, a prominent French
gynaecologist and obstetrician, died early in the year.

Alexander Porphyryvich Borodin, Professor of Or-
ganic Chemistry in the Military Medical Academy of
St. Petersburg, died February 28, aged fifty-three.

Luigi Laurenzi, head of the Ospedale della Consola-
zione in Rome, and a surgeon of renown, died sud-
denly, in the prime of life, April 5.

Pietro Cipriani, of Florence, eminent in several de-
partments of medicine, and Senator of the Kingdom,
died April 5, aged seventy-nine. He was the first oc-

cupant of the chair of cutaneous diseases, established
in Florence in 1840, and afterward was professor of
clinical medicine, succeeding Bufalini.

Dr. James S. Jewell, of Chicago, a founder of the
American Neurological Association, Professor of
Nervous and Mental Diseases in the Chicago Medical
College since 1872, and originator, two years later,
of the Journal of Nervous and Mental Diseases, died
April 18, aged fifty.

Nathaniel Lieberkühn, son of the discoverer of the
" follicle," and himself professor of anatomy in Mar-
burg, and an industrious student in subjects connected
with development, died in April, aged sixty-five.
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Alfred Meadows, M.D., F.R.C.P., at the time of
his death physician-accoucheur to St. Mary's Hospital,
and previously the holder of many obstetrical positions
in connection with other London hospitals, died April
19, aged fifty-five.

Leon Gosselin, surgeon to the Paris Hospitals, pro-
fessor of surgical pathology (1858), professor of clini-
cal surgery (succeeding Velpeau in 1867), member of
the Academy of Sciences, and president of the same,
author of many surgical works, perhaps most prom-
inent among them the " Clinique de l'Hôpital de la
Charité," died April 29, aged over seventy.

E. T. Caswell, M.D., one of the surgeons to the
Rhode Island Hospital, and a well-known practitioner
of Providence, R. I., died April 17, aged fifty-four
years.

Wilson Fox, M.D., F.R.C.P.L., F.R.S., died in
London, May 3, aged fifty-six. He had been a student
under Virchow, and in 1861. at the recommendation
of the latter, was made Professor of Pathological
anatomy in the University College of London: Six
years later he became professor of clinical medicine.
He was an industrious student and writer on various
subjects connected with these departments, especially
upon tuberculosis. He wrote the articles in Reynolds's
" System of Medicine," on Diseases of the Stomach,
and on Pneumonia.

Professor Vulpian, the noted French physiologist,
died May 18, aged sixty. Known in his own country
as a lecturer, and as dean of the Faculty of Medicine,
his chief fame on this side of the water rested upon
his writings, which covered almost all the subjects of
physiology, and ended with his work, in two volumes,
on the " Diseases of the Nervous System."

Dr. E. Darwin Hudson, of New York, formerly
Professor of Medicine in the Woman's College of
New York, and later a professor of the New
York polyclinic, an active worker in medical science,
author of a standard work on " Physical Diagnosis,"
died May 10, aged forty-four.

Karl Friedländer, pathologist, of Berlin, died in
May, at the early age of thirty-nine. While he had
never held exalted rank in the academic scale, being
made professor only a few months before his death,
and that without any official chair, he stood in the
foremost rank of living pathologists. He discovered
in 1882 a coccus which he claimed to be pathogno-
monic of pneumonia, and which is known to bacteri-
ologists by his name.

Dr. Alexander Gordon, for many years the leading
surgeon of Belfast and the north of Ireland, died July
28, aged sixty-nine. He was made professor of
surgery at the opening of Queens College, Belfast, in
1849, and held that chair till shortly before his
death.

Dr. Andrew Fergus, of Glasgow, a crown represen-
tative on the general medical council, President of the

. Glasgow Philosophical Society, and a practitioner of
large experience and repute, died in July, aged sixty-
five.

Dr. Gustavus Charles Philip Murray, a leading
practitioner of Edinburgh, an original member of the
London Obstetrical Society, a voluminous writer
on obstetrical subjects, and a visitant to numerous hos-
pitals for diseases of women, died August 7, aged
fifty-six.

Adolph Pansch, Professor Extraordinary in the
University of Kiel, author of many anatomical obser-
vations, a scientific member of the second German ex-

pedition to the North Pole (1869-70), was drowned at

Kiel, August 14, at the age of forty-six.
Alonzo Clark, M.D., L.L.D., Professor of Physi-

ology and Practical Medicine in the College of Phy-
sicians and Surgeons of New York since 1855, died
September 13, aged eighty. He had previously held
other professional chairs, the first being that of path-
ology and materia medica in the University of Ver-
mont Medical School. His chief fame was as teacher
and consultant rather than as author. He was con-

nected with Bellevue, the New York, and other hos-
pitals, was president of the Medical Society of the
State of New York in 1853, aud later of the New
York Academy of Medicine.

Richard Quain, M.D., F.R.C.S., one of the founders
of the London Pathological Society, the editor of
Quain's " Dictionary of Medicine," and a well-known
writer on medical subjects, died Sept. 16, aged sev-

enty-one. He bequeathed almost the whole of his
fortune, amounting to $375,000 to University College,
London. " for the promotion ... of general edu-
cation in modern languages (especially the English
language and composition in that language), and in
natural science."

Dr. Gaetano Pini, of Milan, of special prominence
as one of the early cremationists, his society of 1876
having been followed by thirty-six others in Italy in
the face of bitter opposition from the Roman church,
died September 25, aged forty-one. He was also the
founder of the Royal Italian Society of Hygiene.

Dr. J. C. Hutchinson, of Brooklyn, long and prom-
inently connected with the Brooklyn Hospital, died in
October.

Dr. Jas. A. Gray, of Atlanta, editor of the Atlanta
Medical and Surgical Journal, died September 7, aged
thirty-seven.

Dr. James Knight, Surgeon-in-chief of the Hospital
for the Relief of the Ruptured and Crippled in New
York, died in October, aged seventy-seven.

Dr. Wm. M. Chamberlain, of New York, of the
staff of Charity Hospital, a specialist in the diseases of
women, died October 31, aged sixty-one.

Leon Bassereau died at Paris, November 1, at the
age of seventy-seven. In 1852 he published the work
which definitely settled the fact that there existed a sy-
philitic and a non-syphilitic chancre. By repeated
confrontations of infected and infecting individuals, he
was able to formulate the law " That when an indi-
vidual is attacked by a chancre which is followed by
constitutional symptoms, generalization of symptoms
is due to the fact that the individual from whom the
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infection came was the victim of syphilis." Basser-
eau was thus the author of the doctrine of dual-
ism.

Dr. Thomas R. Varick, of Jersey City, Visiting
Surgeon of St. Francis Hospital, and one of the lead-
ing surgeons of New Jersey, died November 23.

Dr. Middleton Goldsmith, of Rutland, Vt., the
founder of the Pathological and the Middleton-Gold-
smith Lectures, in New York, died November 26,
aged sixty-nine. He had been dean of the Kentucky
School of Medicine at Louisville, and served as brig-
ade-surgeon in the war. He was deeply interested
as might be judged from the foundations above
referred to, in the progress of medical science. Shortly
before his death, he presented his library to the New
York Academy of Medicine.

Sir William R. E. Smart, K.C.B., died on Decem-
ber 2, at the age of seventy. He joined the Royal
Navy in 1841. When the Russian war began, and
the siege of Sebastopol was determined on, his ship was

converted temporarily into a hospital until huts could
be erected on shore for the reception of the sick and
wounded, who were placed in charge of Dr. Smart.
The admirable efficiency of his arrangements, and the
zeal, energy, and humanity he invariably displayed
in the duties of the hospital, whither all the worst
cases were sent from the front, were soon recognized
by the eminent naval officers in command, aud on their
recommendation he obtained from Lord Raglan the
rank and privileges of a first-class Staff Army Sur-
geon. He was an active member of the Epidemiolo-
gical Society.

Professor Charles Lauger, of Vienna, died on
December 8. He was born in 1819, took his degree
of M.D. at the University of Prague, was for a

time an assistant of Professor Hyrtl, and when that
distinguished anatomist died, was elected to the pro-
fessorship.

Sir George Burrows, Bart, M.D., L.L.D., (Hon.),
Cantab., D.C.L., Oxon., was born in 1801. He was a

student, and later the son-in-law of Abernethy, and
studied under Breschet and Scarpa. He had been
physician to St. Bartholomew's Hospital, and had been
lecturer on Medical Jurisprudence, and later, in con-

junction with Dr. Latham, lecturer on Medicine. In
1862 he was President of the British Medical Associ-
ation. In 1873 on the death of Sir Henry Holland, he
became physician in ordinary to the queen. In 1871
he was elected President of the Royal College of
Physicians, holding the office for four years.
NECROLOGY OF THE MASSACHUSETTS MEDICAL

SOCIETY, 1887.
Preston Marshall Chase, of Danvers, died January

4, aged fifty-nine.
William Alexander Gordon, of New Bedford, died

January 14, aged seventy-eight.
Jones Franklin Wakefield, of Everett, died Janu-

ary 14, aged sixty-two.
Joseph Thomas Odiorne West, of Princeton, died

January 28, aged sixty-three.

Silas Emlyn Stone, of Walpole, died January 29,
aged forty-eight.

Anthony Bernatd Magee, of Lawrence, died Janu-
ary 31, aged thirty-five.

Jonas Augustus Marshall, of Fitchburg, died Feb-
ruary 25, aged eighty-six.

John Beveridge Fulton, of East Boston, died March
19, aged fifty-two.

Ashman Hinckley Taylor, of Shelburne Falls,
died April 13, aged sixty-four.

John Sydenham Flint, of Roxbury, died April 16,
aged sixty-three.

Joshua Vincent Smith, of Melrose, died April 18,
aged forty-one.

Gustavus Percival Pratt, of Cohasset, died April
29, aged forty-seven.

Marcus Bloomfield Leonard, of East Boston, died
May 6, aged sixty-six.

George Augustus Warren, of Hopkinton, died May
6, aged sixty-eight.

Charles Warren Hackett, of Maplewood, died June,
aged thirty-five.

Ebenezer Wade Drake, of Middleboro', died June
28, aged sixty-nine.

John Sullivan Bogg, of Springfield, died July 9,
aged thirty-eight.

Charles Eliot Ware, of Boston, died September 3,
aged seventy-three.

John Ambrose McArthur, of Lynn, died Septem-
ber 28, aged fifty-seven.

John Odoway French, of Hanover, died September
29.

George Otis Allen, of West Roxbury, died October
3, aged forty-eight.

David McCaire Parker, of Boston, died October 8.
James Wilde, of Duxbury, died October 15, aged

seventy-five.
Pierre Le Breton Stickney, of Springfield, died

November 5, aged seventy-three.
Charles Edward McGowan, of South Boston, died

November 12, aged thirty-six.
James Henry Waterman, of Westfield, died Novem-

ber 23.
Nelson Briggs, of North Arlington, died November

25, aged seventy.
Charles Harrison Spring, of Boston, died December

9, aged fifty-five.
David Dana, of Lawrence, died December 10, aged

sixty-four.
John Manchester Smith, of Vineyard Haven, died

December, aged sixty-one.

MEDICAL NOTES
NEW YORK.

—

An ambulance corps is to be established in the
various regiments, batteries, and separate companies
of the New York State Militia. For some time past
the surgeons and assistant surgeons of the New
York and Brooklyn regiments have had the mat'-
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ter under consideration, and having united upon a plan
for the organization of such a corps they have sub-
mitted it to Surgeon-General Bryant, who will act

upon their recommendations as soon as the necessary
order has been issued by the Adjutant-General of the
State.
— A burglar in Brooklyn, who was recently

wounded in a conflict with the police while escaping,
with two companions, after committing a robbery at

night, has been identified in rather a curious way.
When arrested it was found that his upper jaw was

broken and several of the teeth were gone, a circum-
stance which he explained by stating that he had been
assaulted by two men. A detective was sent, how-
ever, to the scene of the shooting affair with the
police, and he there found a piece of jaw-bone with
teeth attached, which exactly fitted the gap discovered
in the man's mouth.

Miscellany.
SOME VASO-MOTOR PHENOMENA IN TYPHOID

FEVER.
Dr. Angel Money calls attention (Lancet, Decem-

ber 3d) to certain vaso-motor phenomena, which he
has noted in cases of typhoid and of rheumatic fever.
He divides them into classes, as follows : In the first
class he places the spontaneous vaso-motor phenomena,
by which he means those facts which may be witnessed
without further irritation or stimulation than attends
the mere exposure of a surface of the body or limb on
which the observation may be made. If it be the sur-
face of the abdomen, this may be found to be for the
most part of a pinkish hue, such as tends to obscure
the presence of rose spots, if such be present ; but
scattered here and there through the red tint, which
they mottle, may be seen areas of whiteness, which
present a distinct and striking contrast with the gen-
eral tint, and are, moreover, characterized by varying
in distinctness, being whiter or less white at one mo-
ment than at the preceding or succeeding moment. If
to such a skin, under such circumstances, the additional
condition be added of a slight mechanical

—

electrical
or thermal—stimulation, certain further observations
may be made, the purport of which he does not pretend
to fathom, though it would be easy to offer plenty of
hypothetical explanations. It generally happens that
the stimulated area or line turns white or ivory-tinted
after the lapse of a rather long latent period, variable
in different cases and at different times for unascer-
tained reasons, and measurable generally by seconds.
The whiteness is not strictly limited to the irritated
section, but spreads away from the part stimulated,
and in a gradual, decreasing fashion. Moreover, the
pallor does not appear abruptly after the period of
latency, but the pinkuess of the skin gradually gives
way to the whiteness, and the changing hue is very
perceptible. Thus, both in space and time the phe-
nomenon has a graduation and a duration which are,
comparatively speaking, of slow course, and remind
one rather of the contraction of smooth, plain, nerve-
less muscular fibre, than the rapid, sharp contractions
of the well-nerved voluntary muscle.

Again frequently, but not always, it will be found
that exposure of the skin of the arm and forearm in the
same subject presents a contrast with the previously
or simultaneously exposed surface of the abdomen, the
general tint being white with irregular patches, some-
times streaks, of pink or darker red. When this con-
trast is evident, and occasionally when there is no such
general and spontaneous dissimilarity of appearance,
mechanical, and sometimes (? always) electrical and
thermic, irritation of the skin of the arm will be followed
after a similar, but perhaps generally a trifle shorter, pe-
riod of latency by the gradual development of the tache
cérébrale or red streak, having the usual characters of
that phenomenon. Sometimes the surface of the arm
has a general pink tint on first exposing it to the atmos-
phere, and this may rapidly change to white, but the
color of the written characters thereon may be deep
red. The contrast in color may be still more remark-
able, even in the same case ; the writing may be
white on the surface of the abdomen, red on the fore-
arm, white on the legs. He lays considerable stress
on the circumstance that the temperature of the skin
and of the body is usually high in cases which present
these vascular phenomena, and, further, I have most
generally observed them in full perfection when the
skin has not been perceptibly sweating. But, as

proving that neither increased heat nor an especialdryness of the cutaneous tissues is necessary to the
production of such phenomena, he observes that he
has seen them very well marked in cases of epilepsy
and chorea of uncomplicated and afebrile sort. It
may be worth placing on record, also, in this connec-
tion that the majority of cases in which these observa-
tions were made the brain was certainly perturbed in
its functions, for delirium was frequently present at
some period of the twenty-four hours, mostly at night-
time ; still his observations were usually made during
the day-time, and when the intellect of the patient,
to all ordinary modes of investigation, did not seem to
be abnormally affected.

-•-

Correspondence.
"THE DOCTOR'S WIFE."

Audi Alteram Partem.
Cranberry Meadows, Dec. 23, 1887.

Mb. Editor,—I can keep my peace no longer, but
must tell your readers the true story of Dr. Benedick's
success. Of course you supposed that no one but doctors
would read the letters you have published, and you were

glad to let them smile at what they would graciously term
the foibles of the doctor's wife ; but I fear they do not
realize that perhaps they owe more to her than even
Dr. Cœlebs would admit in his bluest moment. I really
think Dr. Benedick himself was a trifle afraid of hearing a

personal opinion on the matter, for I have had difficulty in
finding the Journal during these past few weeks, and only af-
ter a vexatious search has it been discovered at the bottom
of a pile of papers which haven't been read for twomonths.
And this leads me to say that, possibly the genial raillery in
the first charming letter about the doctor's wife putting
the baby with the fit into hot water, and soothing the terri-
fied friends of the man with the broken leg, may have been
an unconscious testimony of the writer to a knowledge
which was far deeper than he knew.
Perhaps he is like Dr. Benedick, who probably does not

know with what zeal his wife picks up scraps of knowledge
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